NOTES CM SOME TRAPS MADE BY THE HILL PEOPLES OF SIAM. 

Ev II B. Garrett, 

WITH PLATES 1 - 17 , 

Traps of many kinds are in common use in the forests, and 
range from the large ones employed for big game, to the simple con¬ 
trivances for snaring small mammals and birds, with which these 
notes are mainly c ncerned. 

They may he divided into traps:— 

\\ here a pointed weapon is used Plate I Hao or Pa Lao ( VfQ 

or zemi) 

With a falling weight Plates II to IV Ka Tam (ntl?h) 

With a scissor-]ike grip Plates V & VI. Kap ( fid ) 

Of various devices where a 

noose is employed Plates VII& VIII Kerng (ill?) 

Plates IX & X Men ( Him) 
Plate XI Lawng ( ) 

Plates XII to XV Heo (ilfi) 
Plate XVI Bawk ( tmn) 
Plate XVII mn ( m ) 

A feature common to nearly ail is the catch-peg, or double 
catch-peg, to which, in the ease of most of the last ment ioned devices, 
an oose i s a ttac lied ; a i u 1 a s \ i v p rising i n gen u i ty is sh o w n in 11 \ e 
variety and arrangement of this simple contrivance. 

Catch peg a nd loop , 

Generally the small end of the peg, about | of its length, 
serves to hold the spring in check, and the long end presses against 
some form of release; thus the whole peg may be described as the 
“ catchT and the various obstacles to its functioning, as "releases** 
Such a division, however, does not always strictly apply; as in the case 
of one of the simplest of traps, plate XII, where it would be more 
correct to call the upright supporting stake, the “catch” and the peg 
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itself, the u release The underlying idea however remains much 
the same. The head of the peg with the aid of the stake, Isolds the 
spring in check and the game moves the long end directly, or by 
interference with the loop. 

String attachments are not always shown in the taut position 
they assume when traps are set. As success depends on due 
adjustment, such points must be left to the imagination in diagrams 
intended primarily to be explanatory of detail. If is hoped too, that 
a. certain lack of perspective may be forgiven when not accountable 
on the same grounds. 

Tit t: uud‘t vs of the traps described here. 

It is inevitable that a collector of this information should be 
indebted to certain individuals of certain tribes with whom he 
chances to foregather. It is probably true that these* traps are com¬ 
mon to all the bill peoples of Siam aud that, as in the other a Hairs 
of life, here and there some persons show special aptitude in their con¬ 
struction— ■ fur tiler— they were noted in the hill country, and are 
therefore referred to the hill peoples. Many may l e equally common 
in the plains. Karens are certainly much addicted to the use of “ sa 
liter and " kn lam. s Laos and particularly Kan ms are very skilful 
in making the other varieties. 

St t Liftt. 

Is a dangerous contrivance, and 1 have at times received 
kindly warning from Kareiis to be aware of it, if going in certain 
directions; very necessay when one remembers that it will be screened 
in the hope of escaping the keen notice of forest creatures. 

Ka Turn. 

On the 12th Jan. 1927, near Karen cultivation, on the East 

slope of Doi Augka («BU BUtTl), Ale Ka. Pak (Mil m din) riiuiuage, I 
took measurements of a series of these traps. They were arranged 
in a low wall of vegetation, running a big curve down the hill slope, 
in dense evergreen forest at an elevation over 4,000 ft. 

Having only a o metre tape, measurement took a long time. 
The wall totalled just over ttli metres long, and contained 29 - ka tarn” 
traps of simple construction. 
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Hao or Salao or Rimv)- 

a, game passing here disturbs release. 

b, bar on which spring runs. 

c , sharp pointed bamboo. 

The Y-support ensures direct strike. 
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Ka “Cam 



II. Ka Tam (n:m). 

The trap functions by weight of game on pathway which crosses 
release string at a. 

h, loose cross-piece held in position by pressure of peg, 
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Ka ‘Cam 



III. Ka Tam (n;m). 

Example of simple " ka tam ” trap. 
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Ka 'Uam 



IV, Ka Tam (fitm). 

Example of a simple ka tarn ,J trap. 
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V. Kap Nu (riuwyV 

Tlie release 6 is tucked in and is 
movable, 

Point of entry is above b, which is 
pressed down by game to obtain free passage. 























JOURN SIAM SCC , NAT HIST- SUPPL-, VOL- VIII, PLATE 6- 



VI. Kap (nU). 
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VII. 


Kerng Hen 



log, A double string fixed at a, a } only, is crossed o.losely over 
base of triangle. Bait is placed at h, the least disturbance of 
which causes triangle and attached log to fall, and game is 
constricted between apex of triangle and double string. 
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lit. Kenig Xili (ins \m). 

The noos&isuiade of twisted ‘tanks 1 , semi-rigid; the ends 
being brought together at a, ami wound round apex of triangle, one 
ends serving by pressure to hold the release h. Base of triangle is 
tied to a branch and surrounded by foliage. Disturbance of h causes 
‘ tank 5 at a to unwind and function. 

p Xu! ’ is one of the squirrels. A Hank' is a thin slip of 
bamboo. 
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Men (Mju). 

The trap functions by game disturbing release string at or. 
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$Stln 


Men (mju)- 

The ‘ fcauk a is drawn too low, in order to show head 
of peg. It should be parallel with the horizontal bar. 
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Lawns* 



XI, Lawng Nok (mm)* 

a. is movable, being hinged in the rigid cross-piece, lx 

c, a bent bamboo inserted in main stern, it bends slightly when 
trap is set. 

d } a little slip of hollow bamboo, It is movable, but held erect 
by f tanks * inserted in lower end and in split in cut down end of 
main stem. 

The approach is through a, the bait being placed on d i and the 
whole heavily screened by foliage, End of lower peg is held by 
pressure in hole in d. 
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XII. H6o Taw (nag 

Several .are often arranged in a low wall of vegetation, the loop 
space being left open for free passage# Whichever way a bird or small 
mammal passes, it is likely to push the sword-like peg out of the notch, 
become entangled and carried up with the loop. 
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XIII. Ileo Sap (ilii ati). 

• 

a, a piece of hollow bamboo about 4 inches long, with 
open slits exposing bait—chrysalis, tamarind fruit &c. It is 
pivoted on peg at one eud and held up by pressure of catch- 
peg c in hole at the other. 

b b t bent piece of bamboo with ends in ground, serves 
to hold down spring. 

Other pegs spread the loop. 
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XIV. Heo Heu_(ufp5 mu). 

<i, bamboo to prevent mammal gnawing .string. 
b b, pegs fixed in ground 

c, release bar held by pressure of catch-peg against b h. 

Game treads on sticks d (only a few are shown) and presses down 
release c. The whole is suitably camouflaged with grasses &'c. 
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XV, Bet Heo (ivn urn)* 

An automatic fishing-rod in common use on the banks of the 

Me Kok (i!JJ nn) at Olnengrai It embodies the principle common to 
most of the traps. 

a } is a loop of stiff wire, 
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XV L Eavvk Xu (non ftii). 

a a, string is attached at these 

points. 

h, string passes througli hole in 
bamboo. 

Entrance of game disturbs the lower peg, 
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/Cun or Krun 



XV LL Kvm or Krun {fltl or R3U)- 
For wild-Fowl 

This com moil snare is noted Imre, although it scarcely 
deserves to be dignified by the inline 1 trap\ being little removed 
from a form of ‘ wait-a-bit , like bird-lime. ^ 

The loops are arranged in any order, and with or without 
a decoy-bird. 

They arc tied up in bundles of about twenty. 






























